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NEWS BULLETIN 


OHIO ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 


A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
Dear OASL Members: 


As president of our organization this year I am honored and challenged. Your 
help and cooperation is much needed to make this a successful year. - We want to do 
that which will prove most beneficial to the membership, and your suggestions and 
advice are most welcome. From the questionnaires, distributed at the annual meet- 
ing in Columbus, many helpful hints were received, but only a small proportion of 
the membership is represented in this way. Let us hear from YOU. 


We can all take pride in the growth of our association. From those early 
"pioneering" days we have grown to a vital and enthusiastic group of almost 00 
strong. Consequently, we look forward to the year ahead with hope and expectation 
and the knowledge that it will surely be a busy year. 


On behalf of the association I wish to express sincere appreciation to the re- 
tiring officers who served us so well last year. Also to the committee chairmen 
who have labored in our behalf this past year and longer we say a heartfelt "thank 
yous" 


Our News Bulletin editor, Leah Schueren, has worked hard for the past three 
years to get this publication to us. When she expressed the wish that someone else 
serve in that capacity, it seemed only fair to her that we appoint another editor, 
which we did in the person of Margaret Rehring, Cincinnati, and she will be assisted 
by Ruth Watkins, of Warren. The News Bulletin is a tremendous job and we hope will- 


ing editors can be found in the future. No one should be expected to serve in such 
a time-consuming task for more than two years. 


To Leah we can only say thanks for all the time and effort given. To her suc- 
cessors we are grateful for their willingness to help us in this important part of 


OASL's activities, 


The season's greetings to all of you. 
Cordially yours, 


Mildred Le Krohn 
President 
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MINUTES OF THE EIGHTH ANNUAL OASL CONFERENCE 


The eighth annual conference of the Ohio Association of School Librarians met 
at the Deshler-Hilton Hotel, Columbus, Ohio, October 29-30, 195), with Miss Geneva 
Travis, President, presiding. 


Miss Travis paid tribute to the heritage of which we, as librarians, are trus- 
tees. She emphasized that we enrich our growth as we share our experiences with 
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one another. Miss Travis introduced Mr. W. W. Miller, Assistant Superintendent, 
Columbus Schools, who extended welcome greetings. 


Miss Mildred Krohn, Vice President, and Program Chairman for the day, suggested 
that our theme might be "Books Are Life's Best Business and Life is Too Short for 
Inferior Reading." She introduced the speaker, Miss Virginia Mathews, Consultant 
for Longmans-Green Company, whose topic, "Librarians and Teachers Develop the Whole 
Child Through Books," pointed out what librarians and teachers have in common as 
they stimulate young minds in reading. 


Following the morning meeting there was opportunity to view the publishers! 
exhibits or to meet the Audio-Visual Consultatnts, Mr. John Sittig and Miss Frances 


Dyes 


At the Friday luncheon meeting the guest speakers were Mr. and Mrs. Harold 
Johnson, Youngstown, who presented sidelights on the writing of their latest book, 
COURAGE WINS. They gave an interesting and humorous account of incidents in early 
Ohio which they uncovered as they prepared their manuscript. 


At the Business Meeting, 2:30 pem., the minutes of the seventh annual confer- 
ence were read and approved.e Mimeographed reports of the various committees were 
distributed to the membership. 


' The Treasurer's Report showed a balance, as of October 29, 1954, of $1,018.90. 


In the absence of Miss Virginia Hollinger, the Constitution Committee report 
was presented by Miss Gertrude Linnenbrugge. She reported that the mail ballot 
response to the constitution revision was so small that it seemed advisable to re- 
vise and re-submit proposed changes, in order to secure something really repre- 
sentative of OASL. Miss Travis remarked that all previous work should be consid- 
ered as "spadework," and that lack of action on previous recommendations should not 
‘reflect upon that Committee. Miss Jean Anderson, Chairman of Constitution Commit- 
tee for A&SL, commented upon the procedure of that organization. in its complete re- 
vision of its constitution, with no by-laws. She suggested a fresh starte After 
discussion, Mr. Goudeau made a motion that A COMMITTEE BE APPOINTED TO REVISE THE 
ENTIRE CONSTITUTION IN ORDER TO PUT IT IN LINE WITH THE CONSTITUTION OF AASL. Mr. 
Russell West seconded the motion, and it was carried by a large majority. 


Mrs. Faith Stoughton, State Library Organizer, presented the following com- 
munication from the Extension Section of OLA: 


“Whereas, We have been aware that the school librarians are as interested 
as the extension librarians in the establishment of the position of a 
School Library Supervisor in the state department of education, and that 
the Ohio Association of School Librarians has been active in attempting 
to secure such action by the department; and 

Whereas, A re-organization of the structure of the supervision of educa- 
tion in the state of Ohio is now in progress, therefore be it: 

Resolved, That we hereby authorize the chairman of the Section to appoint 
a representative to urge the Ohio Association of School Librarians, meet- 
ing on October 30, that they take this opportunity to renew their efforts 
in securing the establishment of the position of school library supervisor 
in the Ohio Department of Education and the appointment of a trained li- 
brarian to that position; and be it further 

Resolved, That we inform them of the existence of a school and public li- 
brary cooperation committee in the Extension Section, which committee may 





OASL News Bulletin Page 3 


EIGHTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE, continued: 


be called upon for assistance if the Ohio Association of School Librarians 
so desires," 
. Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Jane Merritt, Chairman 
Margaret Sahling, Secretary 


Miss Mary Helen Pooley, in charge of this year's conference schedule, suggested 
that a plan for annual conference meetings should be formulated. She also reported 
that AASL is requesting Ohio's list of Library Supervisors, to be corrected, or: 
added to their Directory 


Miss Travis informed the membership that the excerpt from LIBRARY JOURNAL, 
"School Libraries," was a contribution of Miss Nancy Miller, as were the first off- 
set printings of Passport to Librarianship. 





Mr. John Creager presented the report of the Nominating Committee: 

President (by constitution and 1953 election): Miss Mildred Krohn 
Librarian East Technical High School Library, Cleveland; 

Vice President: Miss Caroline Holmes, Supervisor Columbus School: 
Libraries, Columbus; 

Recording Secretary: Mrs. Paul (Elnora) Portteus, Librarian, 
Donnell Junior High School, Findlay; 

Corresponding Secretary: Mrs, Laurel Leffler, Boulevard meena 
School, Shakers Heights; 

Treasurer (second year): Miss Frances Dye, Lockland High School, 
Cincinnati; 

Two members-at-large (from different sections): 
Miss Virginia Himebaugh, Garfield High School, Akron; 
Miss Mary Helen Pooley, Withrow High School, Cincinnati. 


Nominations from the floor were asked fore Miss Margaret Cleaveland moved 
that nominations be closed, seconded by Miss Mary Herron.e Miss Mary Patton moved 
that the report of the Nominating Committee be accepted and the secretary be in- 
structed to cast a unanimous ballot for the slate of officers. This motion was 
seconded. and carriede 


The business meeting was duly adjourned, 


At the dinner meeting, music was furnished by students of South High School, 
Columbus. Dr. Paul N. Elbin was the speaker of the evening. His topic, "How to be 
a Librarian and Like It," suggested basic things which make up abundant living for 
any professional person: to read poetry, to hear music, to observe nature, to use 
muscles, to have a deep and sincere respect for youth, to practice religion. He 
reminded us that librarians are people and that they deal with and serve people. 


On Saturday morning, Miss Margaret Skiff presided at the meeting for elemen- 
tary school librarians. 


At the Junior-Senior High School meeting, Dr. Wilfred Eberhart, Ohio State 
University, suggested what the librarian and teacher can do to build a common lit- 
erary heritage. He reminded us that youngsters live in a world bounded on the 
north by TV, on the south by radio, on the east by comics, and on the west by mo-~ 
tion pictures -- this is the world with which books must compete. 


Miss Helen Ferris, editor-in-chief of Junior Literary Guild, told of the cri- 
teria used by an editor in selecting books for teens. She summarized the thought 
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uppermost in the editor's mind as that of giving youth that which will be of vital 
help in everyday life, that which will vivify our American heritage. 


Miss Frieda M. Heller, University School, Columbus, conducted a lively discus- 
sion of teen-age tested books, with these thoughts in mind on books for youth: 
Good for what? Good for whom? 


Following this discussion, Miss Travis presented Miss Mildred Krohn as the 
president for 195-1955. 
Geneva Travis, President 
Elnora M. Portteus, Recording Secretary 
(acting for en Himebaugh) 


% HH HH 


BRIEF REPORT FROM COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN AT OASL CONFERENCE 


A. From Membership Chairman, Caroline Holmes: 

1. As of October 25, 1954, OASL boasts 377 members. 

2. Librarians in Ohio should promote membership wherever and whenever possible 
among present non-member school librarians. =: 

3. Notify membership chairman of changes of address; also, of people no longer 
interested in membership. 

B. Treasurer, Frances Dye -- report in secretary's minutes. 
C. Legislative Committee Chairman, Reba Boomershine: 

1. In 1953 resolutions concerning the need for a school library consultant were 
sent to key members of Ohio school survey committee by our corresponding 
secretary, Doris Moore. 

2. In November 1953 Miss Caroline Holmes represented OASL at a meeting of the 
scope committee of Ohio school survey commission. 

3. In 1954 Miss Helen Fox of Zanesville was named to the Instructional Commit- 
tee of the school survey commission frem her district, and has worked dili- 
gently ever since for better school library service throughout Ohio, with 
emphasis on the need for a school library consultant. 

4. Letters on behalf of a school library consultant are currently being mailed 
to all 19 members of the Instructional Program Committee. 

5. Our battle will continue with the new STATE EOARD OF EDUCATION if our objec- 
tive is not metthrough the Ohio school survey commission, 

6. The membership should bring the matter to the attention of its own school 
principals and superintendents, asking for support and cooperation, 

D. Library Recruitment Chairman, Nancy Miller: 

l. A recruitment booklet, "Passport to Librarianship," attractively illustrated 
and presenting various phases of library work, is the tangible result of 
Miss Miller and Miss Geneva Travise 

2. Sample copies were mailed to all Ohio school librarians; orders have been 
and will be filled promptly. We can have pride in an order for 500 copies 
from OLA. 

3 The chairman is considering revision, eeg. suggestions made, wishes wider 
utilization throughout the U.S.A., and oe is considering recruitment 
posters. 
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For the eighth time, and in increasing numbers, the Ohio Association of School 
Librarians met in 1954. This year it was at the Deshler-Hilton Hotel in Columbus on 
October 29-30. The two-day program was well launched on Friday morning by Miss Vir- 
ginia Mathews, consultant with Longmans-Green, and a good friend of the Association. 
Her topic was "Librarians and Teachers Develop the Whole Child Through Books." She 
emphasized first the position of the librarian in the school as one who helps the 
child to (a) discover his adult self, and (b) to bridge the transfer from high school 
to college through showing how life outside the classroom window is related to self, 
The librarian works not by syllabi but in a large measure by inspiration. She must 
realize that the young are not deep thinkers but are keenly sensitive to impressions. 
She must remember, too, that the young grow part by part, and that sometimes one part 
spurts ahead of another and has to wait for others to catch up. Miss Mathews also 
pointed out that there are no non-readers; there are only children whose will to read 
has not been awakened. She believes, therefore, that reading must be taught, among 
other reasons, for the fact that it teaches interpretations of subject matter better 
than any other skill, and that it stimulates creative power. Finally, Miss Mathews 
recommended that colleges and school systems establish in-service training courses 
in children's bookse 


At the Friday luncheon, Grace and Harold Johnson, the husband-and-wife writ- 
ing team from Youngstown, raised the behind-the-scenes curtain on how their COURAGE 
WINS was written and how they went about establishing the historical foundation for 
this story of the Western Reserve country. They relied in great measure on letters, 
found stored away and forgotten in attics. They warned, however, that facts, in 
order to be used in a book, must come up from more than one letter or sourcee The 
word of only one person cannot be accepted for publication. The early days produced 
some interesting items, such as the prohibition against traveling on Sundays, as wit- 


nessed by the case of the boy who was fined because he travelled to see his girl on 
Sunday. In many ways life was hard. Often people were on the road 45 to 50 days 
from New England to the Reserve, and on arrival were faced with problems of housing 
(even then$), the menace of Indians and the danger of wild animals. Much of the 
learning of the East, however, came West, since many settlers were from Harvard and 
Yale and they brought their books with them. 


In a facetious manner, at the dinner meeting, the principal speaker, Dr. Paul 
Elbin, told the group "How to be a Librarian and Like It." Outlining what amounted 
to a general philosophy of life, Dr. Elbin advised the group to adopt a sense of 
importance for their profession, to make themselves happy in their work, as one can 
be, if one is doing the thing he wants todo. Happiness comes with balance. Bal- 
ance between the physical and non-physical in man is achieved by interest in such 
things as poetry, music, nature, and religion. 


Saturday morning brought special group meetings, one for the elementary school 
librarians and one for the secondary school librarians. At the former, Miss Mar- 
tha S. Marble from Elyria, and at the latter, Dr. Wilfred Eberhardt of Ohio State 
University, discussed reading at elementary and secondary levels, respectively. 


At the program following the group meetings, Miss Helen Ferris, editor-in- 
chief of Junior Literary Guild, posed some thought-provoking challenges for school 
librarians. Librarians, she said, must face the spontaneous interests of young 
people, such as revealed by the demand for mystery stories, girls stories, and 
science fiction. Miss Ferris asked for audience reactions as to whether libraries 
should maintain titles of inferior worth as bait for better things, and whether 
librarians want more or less science fiction. Types of books needed should be made 
known to editors. Certain areas need improvement, such as books on other lands, 
which should concentrate on all phases of culture from all classes of people. Also 
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needed is a study of the weak spots in historical fiction. Miss Ferris outlined 
some of the false generalizations about book tastes, and pointed out the character- 
istics of a good book, from an editor's point of view. She concluded that a good 
book, well written, justified itself, even if it is written only for sheer fun. 


Bringing the conference meetings to a successful close wes the book~sharing 
program, led by Miss Frieda Heller of Ohio State University School. At this time 
the members gave their reactions to and experience with recent books which might be 
considered for the shelves of a school library. 


In between the times of the meetings there were opportunities for visiting the 
extensive and many exhibits from publishers and dealers. Also available were oppor= 
tunities to confer with the audio-visual consultants, and to visit friends both on 
the meeting floors and in the special hospitality room. 


Margaret Rehring, Librarian : 
New Woodward High School, Cincinnati 


KH tH 


As a permanent record of our 1954 conference, and as a sharing of its aspects 
with OASL librarians unable to attend, it seemed advisable to reproduce the min- 
utes as well as the more detailed report by Miss Rehring. -- Your Editor 


He HH 
HITHER AND YON 
Cleveland 


Cleveland repeated its Book Fair, November 6-1, after the outstanding success 
a year ago» Again it was the meeting place of authors, books, and inquiring minds. 
Each day's program was in charge of co-chairman librarians, with authors and aétivi- 
ties scheduled to please various tastese 


This affair was sponsored by The Children's Book Council, The Cleveland Museum 
of Natural History, and the Cleveland Press, Women's National Book Association 
Cleveiand Chapter, with cooperation of Greater Cleveland and Cuyahoga County Li- 
braries, 


Columbus 


Miss Alice Louise M,rris, librarian at East High School for many years, re- 
signed in August 195) to devote her time to her many interests, among them travel, 
drama, bocks, and church work. She is a pretty busy persone 


Miss Katherine Roy, formerly librarian at Roosevelt Junior High School in Coil- 
umbus, Ohio, was appointed as librarian at East High School, 


Mrs. Betty Semmelman was appointed to the position of librarian, vacated by 
Miss Roy at Roosevelt Junior High. 


Obituaries: Columbus school librarians were shocked and saddened by the sud- 
den illness and death of Miss Jessie Peirsol, Neverber 27, 1.95. She had been the 
librarian of South High School since it was established in the fall of 1917. She 
was a meticulous worker of great courage, a brilliant mind, and a sincere friend, 
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She will be greatly missed by her many friends and co-workers. 
Florence Kelley 


OASL extends its sincerest sympathy to Columbus librarians on the loss of a true 
friend and co-worker. - = The Editor 


Warren 


The Trumbull County school librarians (Warren is the county seat) are in the 
process of organizing into a county organization. Both the Warren City Superintend- 
ent and the Trumbull County Superintendent are encouraging us in this respecte We 
believe much will be accomplished by it and will have more news about it in the Feb-e 
ruary issue. 

% He 4 


Lakewood 


Children from both public and parochial schools in Lakewood wrote book notes 
for the Book Supplement of the Cleveland Press. This book supplement was distribu- 


ted during the Book Fair held at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History the week of 
November 8, 


Mrs. Marguerite Vance, well-known author, spoke before two groups of ninth grade 
girls at Emerson Junior High School. Her subject centered around her interest in the 
writing of historical fiction, and created a fresh interest in her already popular 
bookse 

Lesley Newton, Director 
Children and School Libraries 


% % % 


Dayton 
Fairview Library Aids in Caree Program 


Tuesday, November 23, crowned several weeks of intensive activity for our lie 
brarians when we held our annual Career Conference at Fairview. We removed several 
shelves at various sections of the library, crowding existing books there onto lower 
shelves temporarily so that we could highlight posters and books on specific careers. 


Besides our pegboard and bulletin board display on career monography and books, 
we used our lighted display case in the main lower hall of the building. Here we 
used books and illustrative material suggesting all of the 39 careers discussed in 
conferences during the evening program. 


For instance, FASHIONS -- we used career fashion books against a background of 
skirt material with pattern pinned to it, and surrounded by an assortment of thread, 
scissors, needles, etce; for PLASTICS -- a plastic egg carton; PHYSICS -- a Chinese 
windlass made by a student in physics class; blueprint of a home for ARCHITECTURE; 
saw, hammer, and screwdriver for USEFUL ARTS, etc. Tying in the books with their 
practical applications created a conversational piece display which helped our 
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librarians as well as general student body. 


Attracting readers: Each month our High School Junior Civitan service club brings 
four pictures from the Dayton Art Institute loan library for display in our library. 
Brings students in to look -- they stay to browse and charge out a book. 


Before plastic book covers were invented, our colorful jackets collected by the 
hundreds through the years -- neatly stored in cupboards, brought out only for special 
bulletin board displays. Our librarians are using their spare time to jacket worn and 
tired-looking books which hardly hit the shelves until they are charged out --"because 
this book looks so good," 


Although there are disadvantages in our new library location (we are in a newly 
decorated, remodeled old study hall), such as a baleony, hidden workroom upstairs, 
and shut-off reference room which makes supervision difficult and much running up and 
down for us, we have new blond chairs, tables and card catalog to brighten up the 
place, and are trying to make it cheerful. 

Miriam Fabian, Librarian 


He 


Miamisburg High School 


Miamisburg High School Library has been remodeled from the old manual training 
roome With no change in floor plan, it has a circulation room and a reference or 
reading room, with the librarian's office between the two. Sliding glass windows 
make separate activities possible, or permit the librarian to speak aloud in her of- 
fice and still maintain supervision. 


An alcove off the reference room provides magazine storage, while a conference-~ 
workroom opens out from the circulation room. Colors are green, rose, and cream. 
Everyone is pleased with the appearance of our half-basement quarters with regular- 
size windows. 


An activity or two of our student assistants is bringing good results. We use 
a list of graduates of last year's class, with home addresses and telephone numbers. 
By writing letters or cards and calling the homes, we contact the three groups of 
graduates (those in college, in the service, and in industry) to have them write let- 
ters for use on the bulletin boards. The contact pleases the parents and the stu» 
dents, proving a good public relations plan. 


The letters from students are featured on three bulletin boards. On the college 
board we post facts about the college from which the student writes. Frequently we 
can use small pennants, etc, A sign reads: ABOUT (college), (name of student) SAYS, 
and the letter is posted below, 


The same plan is followed for the students in service, and for the career bulle- 
tin board, where the names of students who are working are posted. 


The letters asking that they write back to the school need to be skillfully 
worded to give them an idea about the type of information wanted. Suggestions are 
listed for their replies, 

Helen Reed, Librarian 
Miamisburg High School 
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Miss Heller Speaks At WOTA Meeting 





Western Ohio librarians, especially teacher-librarians, who did not attend the 
Columbus meeting, October 29, joined a discussion group in Dayton to hear Frieda 
Heller as the principal speaker. 


As members of OASL well know, the University School librarian is well prepared 
to discuss the subject chosen by this group: "Better Books for Young People." Those 
who heard her report that her talk was practical, specific, and helpful. 


* % & 


Piqua Develops Junior High Libraries 





Most important school library news in Piqua is that Wilder and Bennett Junior 
High Schools are beginning to develop libraries of their own. 


Until last year, except for general reference books, these two schools depended 
almost entirely upon collections lent by the Flesh Public Library. They still have 
this service, but are adding several hundred titles chosen by their faculties and 
teacher-librarians, Mrs, Helen Chryst and Miss Janis Butcher. 


William W. West, supervisor of instruction, is encouraging this development, 
chiefly because the elementary grades will be moved out of Wilder and Bennett next 
year, giving space and opportunity for the growth of a broadened junior high program. 


% Ht 


Springfield 





Springfield opened a new junior high school in September to replace Snyder Park 
Junior High School, which became an elementary building. George Rogers Clark Junior 
High School held open house in October to show their new school to the public. Miss 
Naomi Thrig, librarian, is rejoicing in the expanded space and new equipment. The 
reading room has a north exposure, extending along the front of the building on the 
second floor, Wide windows and glass blocks give ample light. Blond furniture is 
used throughoute In addition to the reading room, which seats sixty pupils, there is 
a conference room, a well-equipped workroom, and a storage room with extensive shelv- 
ing. Colorful dioramas and displays make the library attractive to students and to 
faculty members. 


Another of our school librarians teaching library science courses in the summer 
is Marie Stowe Swope, librarian at the Senior High School, Springfield. For the past 
four summers she has taught two six-weeks terms at Marshall College, Huntington, West 
Virginia. 

Marie Stowe Swope 


% % & 


Troy Emphasizes Career Planning 





Donald C. Bay, librarian in the Van Cleve High School, Troy, writes in his first 
note to OASL News Bulletin: 


"Here at Troy, we are doing quite a bit of vocational guidance work, and in addi-~ 
tion to my library work I am acting as assistant vocational director and keep an ex~- 
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tensive file of vocational materials. As part of my duties I give the Kuder Pref- 
erence Test to all interested juniors. These reports are later filed with the 
student's permanent record. I maintain a Scholarship Information Service on our 
bulletin board. At times I give college entrance exams to seniors. 


"I am doing extensive work this year in the training of freshman library 
assistants. Upperclassmen seam to have too much to do (‘co many activities) tc be 
of much help." 

Velma Stephenson, Librarian 
Piqua High School 


% % 4% 
Akron 


Miss Virginia Himebaugh is the newiy appointed librarian at Roswell Kent 
Junior High School. 
The Professional Library of Akron school system sponsored a Book Fair during 
October. 
Margaret Alexander 


OASL sends its heartfelt sympathy to Alice Baker, librarian at Kenmore High 
School, and an OASL pioneer, on the loss of her father in October 1954. Alice 
wrote me that he was buried on the first day of our meeting this year, October 29, 
so she was in Missouw-i instead of Columbus. The difficult task of selling the pa- 
rental home and finding a place for her mother still lies ahead of her.--The Editor. 


* K* % 


Kent 


OASL should well be jubilant over having succeeded in having Miss Geneva Travis, 
past president and membership chairman of OASL. nominated and elected to the Ohio 
Reading Circle. Miss Bommershine and Miss Travis will unquestionably help bring 
about a higher standard of books for ORC, and Ohio's children and youth. 

John Goudeau, assistant professor of library science, Kent State University, 
has had an article entitled "The Library as a Study Hall" published in a recent 
WILSON BULLETIN. 


Painesville 





Miss Lois Marie Cletvolc is the new librarian of Harvey High School, Paines- 
ville, Mrs. Casey, of nearby Fairport Harbor, will be OASL News Bulletin reporter 
from this area. 


Lima 


Eleanor Leiter, Central High School, is helping plan the new Senior High Schocl 
Library with her Board of Education. 
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Canton 


We point with pride to the article by Beatrice Meyers, South Canton High, con- 


cerning her student assistants and library, which appeared in the December OHIO 
SCHOOLS. 


Toledo 


Miss Virginia Hollinger, Waite High School, innovated a new book week program 
this year by having an interview with the school paper editor concerning Book Week 
over the public address system, giving him its history and observance and conclud- 
ing with brief comments on a few of the new books. Classes were invited as usual 
to the library to hear book talks. 


Miss Hollinger missed the Columbus meeting, as she was appointed a delegate to 
the general assembly of the NWOEA District. 

Miss Ruth Griffith, Clay High School, has recently moved into her new library, 
a library wholly designed according to specifications of the librarian and planned 
with the architect. 


It is an L-shaped room. There are two conference rooms and combination librar- 
ian's office and workroom. The furniture and woodwork are of palamino gray birch. 
A lounge area is adjacent to the periodical section. Here thre are several chairs, 
upholstered in bright colors, and some low tables. The new library is called the 
Josephine Fassett Library in honor of Miss Fassett, who retired June first after com- 
pleting forty-six years as Supervisor of Oregon Township Schools. 


eH HH HK 
EDITOR'S CORNER 


From three years of experience, your Editor has learned much; she thanks each 
and every contributor and reporter; and she begs support from the entire membership 
in sending materials to her successor, Margaret Rehring of Cincinnati. 


There have been days of woe, disappointment, and frustration over materials not 
in to meet deadlines, necessitating delays; there have been unintentional errors of 
omission on mailing list due to student help--but we survived them all. 


There have, however, been great compensations: OASL takes pride in having one 
of 16 similar publications throughout our nation; we have established an exchange 
with California, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, New Jersey, and Washington. 


Your editor has been asked by Mrs. DeAngelo to be on the Editorial Committee of 
School Libraries, the publication of AASL. During her regime, the News Bulletin has 
grown to 16 pages and has appeared regularly four times a year. The greatest compen- 
sation of all, however, is words of commendation and appreciation from OASL members, 
gaining a wider acquaintance and friendships among the membership--these will be 
lifelong memories. 


And now, a fond farewell to my many readers and friends. We shall meet at fu- 
ture conferences and recognize one another. Kindly support my successor wholeheart- 
edly. 

Sincerely yours, 
Leah M. Schueren 
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SHE TAUGHT US HOW TO SPELL "FREEDOM" 

The day she came into your life it didn't seem like school at alle 

There you were, cooped up in class again, and summer was gone, and the new books 
looked hard, and everybody said, "Boy, wait till they give you long division." You 


should have felt scared and miserable -- but you didn't. For the first time ever, 
you were GLAD to be in school, 


And the reason for it all was something about the new teacher. 


She was sort of pretty, but that wasn't the main thinge It was more that she 
was happye She seemed glad to be there, and glad that you were there. When she 
called on you to recite, she listened as if you were teaching her something. It 
got so you could even talk to her about important things, like she was a person and 
not a teacher at all. 


She wasn't every yelly or mean. If you started clowning, she'd stop and wait, 
and the other kids would shut you up because they wanted to hear what she was sayings 
Then she'd look at you, not angry, just a little disappointed, and you felt worse 
than if she had bawled you out. 


School went quickly that year. By the time summer came again, you had read all 
those hard books (what was hard about them?); you were doing long division (baby 
stuff); and you felt bigger, steadier, more sensible than ever before in your life. 


Years later you went back to see her. She remembered your name, and seemed 
proud to hear how well you were doing. You looked at the new pupils in their iittle 
chairs, reminding you how small and helpless you had been once. 


In everyone's life there is this woman whose name we may have forgottene She 
is the Nice Teacher, who began our real education by letting us discover for our- 
selves the lightness and the wright of freedom. You can find her in any American 
school today, still as young as you remember ry and sort of pretty, and never 
yelly, and never mean. 


(This quotation was used by Dr. Paul Elbin in his address to OASL at Columbus. 
It is reprinted for both members present and absent, through the courtesy of one of 
our members. -- The Editor) 


He HH 


WOODWARD GOES TO TOWN IN AUDIO-VISUAL FIELD 


The purpose of this article is to show what can be done with an Audio-Visual 
aids program when an alert and progressive high school principal, such as Frank A, 
Duvendack, Woodward High School, Toledc, Ohio, swings into action. 


Principal Duvendak tells how he was led to see the effectiveness of the use of 
audio-visual aids years ago when he was an elementary principal. One day one of his 
teachers was absent, so he took the class. 


Since the principal was a student of Chinese history, and the class had been 
studying China, he launched into one of his favorite topics. Every now and then a 
girl in the class would raise her hand and question a statement. Finally, he asked 
if she, her parents, or both had been in China. The little girl replied, "Noe" 
"Then," said the principal, "where did you get all of your information?" The girl 
replied, "We had two swell motion pictures on China last year." 
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Woodward High School, a pioneer in the audio-visual field, under the guidance 
of Co-ordinator Clyde Van Tassel, operated a program which more than took the full 

time and energies of the one in charge. This high school of 1600 needed more audio- 
visual help and facilities to do an educational job. 


At the outset of the principal's second year of administration, he presented a 
. plan for more adequate service. Co-ordinator Van Tassel was given needed assist- 
ance. An audio-visual room was established on the second floor under Instructor Lee 
Rynder (electricity), and Floyd Lords (science), while Co-ordinator Van Tassel con- 
tinued his operation from the third floor, Plans are now being made for a third 
audio-visual center on the first floor, and, eventually, projection in the class- 
roome 


















This organizational plan is an ideal one because it fixes responsibility 
through the co-ordinator and his assistants to the classroom teachers. The subject 
chairmen serve as assistants in arranging for the showing of films for which the 

curriculum calls. 


Principal Duvendack worked this out with his staff, and then furnished each 
teacher with a copy of the modus operandi and an organizational charte Now the 
teachers know when the audio-visual aids are coming, and, through their department 
heads, make arrangements for their utilization, It is encouraging to see the teach- 
ers make use of these teaching tools as a means of enriching the curriculum. 














The principal says that practically all teachers on every faculty take pride in 
keeping abreast of the times. Woodward High has such a corps of teachers. These in- 
structors have given the needed impetus in making the new audio-visual plan opera- 

tivee 








Money was raised by the teachers and students to equip the new audio-visual 
center with an opaque projector, filmstrip projector with sound unit, motion picture 
projector, and screen, The industrial arts teachers converted an old chemistry lab 

into an added visual aids room, as progress was spelled out with action. 


















In 1950-51 school year, the high school used 400 motion pictures. This year al~ 
ready 500 have been booked to meet requests which all points to the worthiness of a 
plan for operating efficiently. 


Co-ordinator Van Tassel and Asst. Lee Rynder are training teachers and students 
to be projectionists. Mr. Rynder, as part of instruction in electricity, teaches 
his boys to be projectionists. Thus, the lads who do the projecting are taken out 
of the regular shop. With this service as a part of the shop training, the problem 
of getting projectionists out of class has been solved. The teaching of projection- 
ists on a shop basis is unique, and most practical. 


rz Cooperation is a word which Woodward High School knows and practices. The 
teachers and co-ordinators worked to make the use of audio-visual aids effective, 
The electricity shop did special wiring for the new projection room, Asst. Supt. 
William Hallauer, in charge of buildings, did a commendable job in obtaining suita- 
ble glass curtains, wire installations, and a beaded screen of suitable size. 





Asst. Supt. Philo Dunsmore used his good offices in getting the supervisors 
and directors of instruction to think and plan in terms of "supplementary textfilms" 
when planning courses of study. In selecting new elementary science textbooks the 
supervisors and textbook committees chose textbooks with audio-visual aids' bibli- 

ographies. What a wonderful help this is in purchasing films, 
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These experiences, along with Mr. Duvendack's constant study of the advancing 
educational frontiers, laid the foundation stones for an outstanding visual aids 
program at Woodward High School. It gives us all courage and inspiration to carry 
one Yes, visual aids are here to stay. 


Organization of Visual Education Program at Woodward 


Ae Responsibilities of Visual Education Chairmen: 

1. General supervision of equipment. 

2e See that films are in and out of school. 

3. Check with subject department chairmen to see that (a) available films 
for their departments are called to their attention, and (b) that film 
catalog is used. 

lh. Avoid conflicts where films are applicable to more than one subject 
areae 

5 See that schedule for showing of visual aids is made several weeks in 
advances 

6 Schedule use of equipment. 


B. Department Chairmen: 
1. Check visual aids available for department showing. 
2. Check card catalog -- this determines whether visual aids should be 
used for a particular subject or class. 
3- Schedule through Visual Uducation Chairmen classes, dates, time, and 
place for the use of visual aids. 
4. Check with teachers. 


C. Teachers: 
1. Check the lists of visual aids from the Baard of Education, 
2. Check card catalog. 
3. Check with department head so arrangements can be made. 
4. Escort classes to visual education room. 
5« Remain with classes during the showing of the film. 


D. Generals 

1. Use machine for filmstrip and slides in any room equipped. 

2. Use Opaque projector in room provided, 

3. Do not take films from office unless checked in by Department Chairman, 

. Make sure that films are in office on day they are to be returned, 

4. Arrange schedule so that classes reciting at the same time should see 
the picture the same day. 

5. Teachers should make use of film information posted in office. Some 
films do not arrive. New films may arrive. 

6. Teachers should request Department Chairmen to secure films not on 
liste 

7e Chairman of the department of the subject matter should make a survey 
of available information before the film request is made. 


A mimeographed sheet, "Control Sheet for Visual Education Films," is prepared 
for each department. It is arranged in column form, with the following column head- 
ings: Dewey Number, Title of film, Date to be shown, Day of the week, Period of 
the day, Teachers classes viewing the film, Room number, and Operator's name, 


Catherine Manton, Librarian 
Woodward High School, Toledo 





